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The Microcirculatory Society had its origin in 1953 when Edward H. Bloch and John W.Irwin, distressed by the lack of effective communication among investigators studying the microcirculation and by the dispersion of publications and presentations among different journals and societies, formed a committee to organize a conference on the microcirculation. In a letter to prospective Conference participants, Bloch wrote, “...The purpose of these conferences is to bring together the various disciplines used to study the structure and function of small blood vessels. ...” As a result of their efforts, the First Microcirculatory Conference was sponsored by the American Association of Anatomists and held concurrently with the Association’s meeting in Galveston, TX on April 8 and 9, 1954. The topic of this First Conference was “Technics for the Microscopic Study of Small Blood Vessels and Blood Flow”. Ten papers were presented by senior investigators who had developed the various methods. These included E.R. Clark (rabbit ear chamber), R.L. Webb and P.A. Nicoll (bat wing), M.H. Knisely (quartz-rod), B.W. Zweifach (mesentery), B.R. Lutz and G.P. Fulton (hamster cheek pouch), H.S. Forbes (cerebral cortex), D.Minard (lucite calvarium), J.E. Harvey (pia), C.L. Loeser (fluorescence microscopy), and E.H.Bloch (bulbar conjunctiva). The success of this conference resulted in agreement to meet annually; at the business meeting of the Second Conference, the decision was made to incorporate as a charitable organization under the title “Microcirculatory Conference”. During the next ten years, the annual Conference continued to meet, not only with the American Association of Anatomists, but also with the American Heart Association, FASEB, and independently. However, beginning in 1965 with the 13th Microcirculatory Conference, the meeting was held on the two days preceding the meeting of FASEB - usually in Atlantic City, NJ. The Conference format was reconstituted to the status of a Society and The Microcirculatory Society, Inc. was formed which in 1984 forged a firm association with FASEB as a guest society of the American Physiological Society which continues today. 

During the early years, the proceedings of the Conferences were published as monographs. However, by the mid-1960s there was a growing desire by the membership for the Society to have its own journal. In 1968, George P. Fulton, David Shepro, and Benjamin W. Zweifach founded Microvascular Research with David Shepro serving as Editor-in-Chief, and, for the first time, there was a journal devoted to the publication of papers focused on the microcirculation. For a variety of reasons, this journal was never adopted as the official journal of the Microcirculatory Society. In 1994, the Society decided to found its own official journal, Microcirculation, with Mary E. Gerritsen as Editor-in Chief. Both journals continue today and serve as conduits for the publication of microvascular research.

